T— ML. Y, If — (a 
AD EVEIGIMON DROCT'y 


His Majeſties moſt Gracious Declarations to all 
His loving Subjects, commanding their Afſiſt- 
ance againſt the P, of Orange, and his Adherents. 
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| Hereas the moſt Chriſtian King, in 

purſiance of the many obliging 

promites he has made Us, of giving 
Us his effeftual Aſſiitance for the recovering of 
Our Kingdoms, as ſoon as the condition of his 
Aﬀairs would permit, has put Us iya'way of 
endeavouring it at this time, and in order to it, 
has lent Us fo many of his Troops, as may be 
abundantly ſufficient to unty the hands of Our 
Subjets, and make -it ſafe for them to return 
to their Duty, and repair to Our Standard ; 
and has norwithſtanding for the preſent, accor- 
ding to Our defire (unleſs there ſhould appear 
further neceſſity for it) purpoſely declin'd ſend- 
ing over Forces ſo numerons, as might raiſe any 
jealouſy in the minds of Our good Subjects, of 
his intending to take the Work wholly out of 
their | hands, ' or deprive any true Engliſhman 
of the part he may hope to have in ſo Glorious 
an Attion, as is that of Reſtoring his Lawful 
King, and His Antient Government (all which 
Foreign Troops, as ſoon as We ſhall be fully 
ſettled in the quier and peaceable Poſſeſſion of 
Our Kingdoms, We do hereby promiſe to ſend 
back, and in the mean time to keep them in 
ſach exa(t Order and Difcip'ine,; that none of 
Our S$ubjets ſhall receive the leaſt injury in 
their Perſons or Poſſeſſions, by any Soldier or 
Officer whatſoever. ) Tho an Afﬀair of this na. 
tare ſpeaks for it ſelf, nor do We think Our 
Selves at all oblig*d to ſay anv thing more upon 
this occaſion, than, thar We come ro Alert 
Our own Juſt Rights, and to deliver Our P-ople 
from the Oppreſſian they Iy under ; yet, when 
We conſider how miſerably many of Our Sub- 
jets were cheated into the lare Revolution by 
the Art of ill Men, and particu!arly by the 
Prince 07 Orarge's Declarition, which Was t#- 
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ken upon truſt, and eaſily believ'd then, but 
ſince appears notoriouſly falſe in all the parts 
of it, conſiſting no leſs of Allertions that have 
been cvidently diſprov'd, than of Promiſes thar 
were never intended to be performed ; to pre- 
vent the like deluſions for the time to come, 
and es do, as much as lies in Our Power, to 
open the Eyes of all Our Subjefts, We are wil- 
ling to lay the whole matter before them in 
as plain and ſhort a manner as is poſſible, that 
they may not again pretend miſtakes, or have 
Ignorance to plead for any falſe ſteps they ſhall 
hereafter make cowards the ruin of their own, 
and their Countries happineſs. 

And Therefore, to take the matter from the 
beginning, it cannot be forgotten, that as ſoon 
as We had certain notice of the Pr. of Oranges 
unnatural deſign of Invading Our Kingdoms, 
with the whole Power of the United Provinces, 
We firſt took the beſt care We could to provide 
for Our defence; which We ſeem'd ettcCtually 
to have done, when We had put Our Fleet and 
Army into ſuch a condition, that tho His moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty , who well ſaw tht bottom 
of the defign againſt Us, againſt Himſelf, and, 
mdeed,ugairift the Peace of Europe, offer'd Us 
conſiderable Succours, both by Land and Sea, 
We did not think it at all neceffary to accepr 
*em at that time,as reſolving to caſt Our Selves 
wholly (next to the Divine ProteCtion ) upon 
the Courage and Fideliry of Our Engizh Armr, 
which had been with ſo much care and tender- 
neſs form'd and oblig'd by Us. And having thus 
prepar'4 to oppoſe Force to Force ; We did, in 
the next place, apply Our Selves to give ail 
reaſ5able Satisfaction tothe minds of Our £0041 
Subjects by endeavouring to undecoive ther, 
and to let them fee betimes and whilſt the miC. 
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chief might eaſily have been prevented, how 
faral a ruin they muft bring upon their Coun- 
try, if they ſuſfer'd themſelves to be ſeduC'd by 
the vain Pretences of the Prince of Oranges In- 
vaſion, However, ſo great was the Infatuation 
of that time, that We were not believ'd till it 
was too late. But when he was oblig*d to throw 
off the Mask by degrees, and that it began4o 
appear plainly that it was not the Reformation 
of the Government ( which yer was a matter 
that did riot at all belong to him co meddle 
with) but the Subverſion of it that he ainyd ar, 
that ſo he might build his own Ambitious de- 
ftigns upon the ruins of the Englih Nation ; and 
when the Poyſon had inſinuated it ſelf into the 
vital parts of the Kingdom, when it had ſpread 
over our Whole Army, and fo far got into Our 
Court and Family, as not only to corrupt ſome 
of Our Servants that were neareſt Our Perſon, 
and had been moſt highly oblig'd by Us,but nor 
even to leave Our own Children at that time 
uninfeted ; when Our Army daily deſerted on 
the one hand, and on the other hand Tumults 
and Diſorders increag'd in all parts of the King- 
dom ; and cſpecially when ſhortly after, the 
Revolution came on ſo faſt, that We found Our 
Selves wholly in Our Encmies Power, being at 
firſt confin'd by them in Our own Pallace, and 
aſterwards rudely forc'd out of it under a 
Guard of Foreigners, We could not then but 
be admoniſh'd, by the fate of ſome of Our Pre- 
deceſlors in the like circumſtances, of the dan- 
ger We were in, and that it was high time to 
provide for the ſecurity of Our Perſon ( which 
was happily- effefted by Our getting from the 
Guard that was ſet upon Us at Rocheſter, and 
Our arrival in France ; the only part in Europe 
to which We could retire with ſafety ) that ſo 
We might preſerve Our Selves for better times, 
end for a more happy opportunity ; ſuch as is 
that which, by the bleſſing of God, is at preſent 
put into Our Hands. 4 

Lipon what foundation of Juſtice, or Com- 
mon ſenſe, the Pr. of Orange's FaCtion in England 
were pleas to treat this eſcape of Ours out 
of the Hands of Our Enemies in the Style of an 
Abdication; a word, when apply'd to Sovereign 
Princes, that was never before ugd to fignifie 
any thing but a free and voluntary Reſignation 
of a Crown, as in the Caſes of the Emperour 
Charles the Fifth, and the late Queen of Sweden; 
and what a ſtrange ſuperſtructure they raigd 
upon this weak Foundation, that a Company of 
Men lllegally met together, who had nor Power, 
even by their own Confeiſion at that time (for 
it was before they had Vored themſelves a Par- 
li2ment ) to charge the Intereſt of the meaneſt 
Subject ; ſhou'd yer take upon them to deſtroy 
the whole Conſtirtion of the Government, to 
muke an Antient Hereditary Monarchy turn 
. Eleftive; and then, aſſuming to themſcives the 
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Right of Election, ſhould proceed ro fettle the 


Succeſſion in ſo odd and extravagant a manner, 
are TranſaQtions that need not be repeated : 
They are too well known to the World, to the 
great reproach of the Engi;ſh Nation, and the 
Grounds upon Which they are Builr, are too 
vain and frivolous to deſerve a Confuration. 
Every Free holder of England is, in this Caſe, 
able to-make his own Obſervations ; and will, 
no doubr, examin a little better than hitherto 
he has.done, what aſſurance any private Man 
can have of keeping his Eſtate, if the King him- 
ſelf ſhall hold his Crown by no better Tirle. 

But ſince ſome Men, that could not fay one 
word in defence of the Juſtice of theſe Procee- 
dings, would yet take great pains to ſhew the 
neceſſity of them , and ſet forth the extra- 
ordinary good effects were to be expeRted from 
ſo very bad a Cauſe ; We do not doubt but the 
Nation has by this time caſt up the Account, 
and when they ſhall have well confider', whar 
Wonders might have been perform'd with leſs 
expence of Engliſh Blood than that which has 
been unneceſlarily trifled away in thisQuarrel 
that ſuch a number of Ships of War have been 
loſt and deſtroy*d in the Three Years laſt paſt, 
as might alone have been ſufficient to have 
made a conſiderable Fleet: That more Money 
has been drain'd out of the Purſes of Our Sub- 
jets in the compaſs of that time, than duri 
the whole Reigns of many of Our Predeceſlors 
put together ; and that not as formerly, ſpenc 
again , and Circulating amongit them, bur 
Tranſported in Specie into Foreign Parts,and for 
ever Joſt to the Nation : When theſe and many 
other particulars of this Nature are caſt up, it 
muſt certainly appear at the foot of the Ac- 
count, how much worſe the Remedy is than 
the fancied Diſeaſe, and that, ar leaſt hither- 
to, the Kingdom is no great Gainer by the 
Change. 

The next Conſideration is, what may reaſo- 
nably be expected for the time to come: And 
as to that, no better Judgment can be made of 
any future Events than by RefleCting upon whar 
is paſt : And doubtleſs from the Obſervation of 
the Temper and CompleCtion, the Methods and 
the Maxims of the preſent Uſurper, from the 
ſteps he has already taken, when it was moſt 
neceſſary for him to give no diſtaſt to the Peo- 
ple, as well as from the Nature of all Uſurpa- 
tion, Which can never be ſupported bur by the 
ſame ways of Fraud and Violence by which ir 
was firſt ſet up, there is all the reaſon in the 
World to bclieve that the beginning of this Ty- 
ranny, like the Five firſt Years of Nero, is like 
to prove much the mildeſt parr of it; and all 
they have yet ſuffered, is but the beginning of 
the miſeries which thoſe very Men, who were 
the great Promioters of the Revolntion,may yer 
live ro ſee and feel, as the effe(t of that llle- 
gal ard Tyrannical Government, which they 
themſelves firit impogJ upon the Kingdoms. 

And 
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And yet the Conſid-ration muſt not reſt here 
neither : For all wife Men ought, and all good 
Men will take care of their Polterity,and there- 
fore ic is to be remember'd, thar if it ſhould 
pleaſe Almighty God, as one of his ſevere(t 
Judgments upon theſe Kingdoms, for the many 
Rebellions and Perjuries they have been guilty 
of, ſo far to permit the continuance of the pre- 
ſent Uſurpation, that We ſhould not be Reitor'd 
during Our Life time, yer an indiſputable Title 
to the Crown will ſurvive in the Perſon of Our 
deareſt Son the Prince of Wales, Our preſent 
Heir Apparent, and His I{lue, and, for default 
of that, in the Iſſue of ſuch other Sons as We 
have great reaſon to hop2 ( the Queen being 
now with Child) We may yet leave behind Us; 
and what the conſequences of that is like to be, 
may eaſily be underſtood by all that are nor 
Strangers to the long and bloody Contentions 
between the Honſes of Tork and Lancaſter ; and 
whoever ſhall read the Hiſtories of thoſe times, 
and there ſhall have-preſented to him as in one 
view a Scene of all the Miſeries ot an inteitine 
War, the perpetual harrafling of the poor Com- 
mons by Plunder and Free-Quarter, the ruin 
of ſo many Noble Families by frequent Execu- 
tions and Atcainders, the weakning of the whole 
Kingdom in general at home, and the lofing 
thoſe Advantages they might in the mean time 
have procur'd for themſelves abroad, cannot 
but conclude that theſe are the natural ettecls 
of thoſe Struglings and Convulſions that muſt 
n-ceſfarily happen in every State, wherc there 
is a Diſpute entaild between an injur'd Right, 
and an unjuſt Polleſſion. 

There is another Conſideration that ought to 
be of weight with all Chriſtians; and thar is the 
calamitous condition of Ewrope, now almoſt uni- 
verſally engagd in a War amongſt themſelves 
at a time when there was the greateſt hopes of 
ſucceſs againſt rhe common Enemy, and the 
faireſt proſpect of enlarging the bounds of the 
Chriſtian Empire, thatever was inany Age ſince 
the declining ofthe Roman: And fo far from any 
hopes of a General Peace before Our Reſtora- 
tion, that no rational Project of a Treaty can be 
form in order to it : But that once done, the 
thing will be eafie, and We ſhall be ready to of- 
fer Our Mediation, and interpoſe all the good 
Offices We can with His Moſt Chriſtian Majelty 
for the obtaining of it. 

Since therefore We com? with ſo good pur- 
poſes, and ſo good a Cauſe, the Juſtice of which 
is founded npon the Laws both of God ind Man, 
ſince the Peace of Europe as well as of Our own 
Kingdoms, the Proſperity of the preſent and fu- 
rare Ages is concerr'd in the ſucces of it, We 
hope We ſhall meer with lirtle oppofirion, bur 
that all Our Loving Subjefts , according to the 
Dury and the Oath of their Allegiance, and as 
We hereby Command and Require them to do, 
will joyn with Us and aflut Us to the utmoit of 
their Power, 


And We do hereby ſtriftly forewatn and prg- 
hibit any of Our Subje:ts whacſawver, cither by 
Collecting or Paying any of the illegal Taxes 
lately impos'd upon che Nation, or any part of 
Our Revenue, or by any other ways to aber or 
ſupport the preſent Uſurpation. And that We 
may do all that can be thonghe of to win over 
ail Our Subje:ts to Our S-rvice, that fo, if ic 
be poſlible, We may have none but the Uſurper 
and his Foreign Troops to deal with, and that 
none may be ford to continue in their Rebel. 
lion by deſpair of Our Mercy for what they bave 
aiready done ; We do hereby Declare and Pro- 
miſe in the Word of a King, That all Perſons 
whatſoever, how guilty ſever they miy have 
been ( except the Perſons following, viz. The 
Duke of Ormmd, Marqueſs of #inchefter, Earl 
of Sunderland, E:rl of Bath, Ear! of Danby, Earl 
of Nottingham, Lord Newport, Biſhop of Londin, 
Biſhop of St. Aſaph, Lord Delamere, Lord Wile- 
ſhrre, Lord Colcheſter, Lord Cornbury, Lord: Dun- 
blane, Jobn Lord Churchil, Sir Robert Hyward, 
Sir fobn Worden, Sir Samuel Grimſton, Sir Stephen 
Fox, Sir George Treby, Sir Baſil Dixwell, Sir fames 
Oxenden, Dr. Tillotſon Dean of Canterbury, Dr. 
Gilbert Burnet ; Francis Ruſſ:l, Richard Levi'on, 
Fohn Trenchard, Eſquires ; Charles Duncomb Ci- 
tizen of London, Edward, Na- 
pleton, Hunt Fiſherman, and all o- 
thers who offer'd Perſonal Indignities to- Us ac 
Feverſham; except allo all Perſons who as Judges 
or Jury men or otherwiſe have had a hand in 
the barbarous Marther of Mr. Fob» Aſhton, and 
of Mr. Croſs, or of any others who have been 
illegally condemr'd and ex:cuted for their Loy- 
alry to Us ; and all Spies and tuch as have be- 
tray'd Our Counſcls during Our late abſence 
from England ) that by an early return to their 
Duties, and by any ſignal Mark of it, as by 
Seizing to Our Uſ:, or Delivering into Our 
Hands any of Our Forts, or by bringing over 
to Us any Ships of War, or Troops in the Uſar- 
per's Army, or any new raifd and arm'd by 
them/elves, or by any other eminent good Ser- 
vice, according to their ſeveral Opportunities 
and Capacities, ſhall manifeſt the ſincerity of 
their Repentance, ſhall not only have their re- 
ſp-ctive Pardons immediately paſt under the 
Grear Seal of England, bur ſhall otherwiſe be 
conſider'd and rewarded by Us, as the Merir of 
the Caſe ſhall require. And for all others who 
after the rime of Our Landing ſhall not appear 
in Arms again't Us, nor do any Att or Thing in 
oppoſition to Our Reſtoration, the Perſons be- 
fore m-ntiond only excepzed, We ſhall pro- 
vide in Our firit Pachamente (which We intend 
to cl! with all convenient ſpeed) by a Gene- 
ral At of Ind-manity ; that ſo the minds of all 
Otir Subjects may be as quier, and as much 
at eaſ-, as their Perſons and Properties will 
be ſecure and inviolable under Qur Govern- 
ment. 

Pro- 


Provided always, That all Magiſtrates who 
expet any Benefit of Our Gracious Pardon, 
- ſhall immediately after notice of Our Landing 
make ſome publick Manifeſtation of their Alle. 
giance to Us, and of their Submiſſion to Our 
Authority ; and alſo Publiſh and cauſe ro be 
Proclaim'd this Our Declaration as ſoon as it 
' ſhall come to their Hands ; and likewiſe that all 
' Keepers of Priſons immediately ſet at Liberty all 
Perſons committed to their Cuſtody upon the 
account of their Allegiance and Aﬀection to Us, 
or be excluded from any benefit of Our Pardon. 

And We do hereby further Declare, Thar all 
Officers and Soldiers by Sea or Land now en- 
gag*d in the Uſurper's Service, who ſhall after 
notice of Our Landing, at any time before they 
- engage in any Fight or Battle againſt Our For- 
ces, quit the ſaid illegal Service, and return to 
their Duty, ſhall not only have their reſpective 
. Pardons, but ſhall likewiſe be fully ſatisfied and 
paid all the Arrears due to them from rhe Uſur- 
-per: and that even the Foreigners themſelves, 
who have been as well in Troops as ſingle Per- 
ſons drawn into this Kingdom, in order to Liſt 
them as there ſhould be occaſion for the oppo- 
ſing Our Return, and continuing Our People 
.n the oppreſſion they lie under, may not be al- 
-together driven to deſpair, We do promiſe, That 
-all ſuch of them as ſhall, as afo1cefaid, before 
they engage againſt any of Our Forces, lay 
down their Arms, andclaim the Benefit of Our 
preſent Declaration , ſhall have their Arrears 
:atisfied, and care ſhall be taken for their Tran- 
ſporration to their reſpeftive Countries, or 
elſewhere as they ſhall reaſonably deſire. 

And Wedo hereby further Declare and Pro- 
miſe, That We will Protect and Maintain the 
Church of England, as it is now by Law eſta. 
bliſh'd; in all their Rights, Priviledges, and 
Poſleſſions; and thar upon all Vacancies of Bj- 
ſhopricks and other Dignities and Bencfices 
within Our Diſpoſal, care ſhall be taken to have 
them filPd with che moſt worthy of their own 
Communion. 

And whereas more Tumults and*Rebellions 
have been rai” {in all Nations upon the account 
of R=tigion, than on af{ Grher prerences pur 
together ; and more in England than in all the 
reit of rhe World befides; That therefore Men 
of all Opinions in matters of Religion may le 
Reconcii*d to the Government, that they mpy 
no longer look npon it asrheir En<my, but may 
cherefore think thernſeives equally corcern'd in 
che Preſervation of it with the reſt of their tel- 
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low Subjets, becauſe they are equaily well 
treated by it, and being convinced in Our 
Judgment that Liberty ot Contcienc? is moit 
agreeable to the Laws and the Spirit of che 
Chriſtian Religion, and moſt conducing to the 
Wealth and Proſperity of Our Kingdoms, by 
encouraging Men of all Countries and Per- 
ſuaſions ro come and Trade with us, and ſertle 
amongſt Us : For theſe Reaſons We are refolv'd 
moſt earneſtly to recommend to Our Parha- 
ment the ſettling Liberty of Conſcience in fo 
beneficial a Manner, that it may remain a 
laſting Bleſling to this Kingdom. 

Laitly, It ſhall be Our great Care by the 
Advice and Aſſiſtance of Our Parliament to re- 
= the Breaches and heal the Wounds of the 
ate DiltraCtions, to reſtore Trade by putting 
the Act of Navigation in eftectual Execution, 
Which has been ſo much violated of late in fa- 
vour of Strangers, to put Our Navy and 
Stores intoas good a Condition as we left them, 
to find the beit ways of bringing back Wealth 
and Bullion to the Kingdom which of lare has 
been ſo much exhauſted, and generally We 
ſhall delight ro ſpend the remainder of Our 
Reign ( as we have always delign'd fince Our 
coming to the Crown) in ſtudying to doevery 
thing that may contribute ro the Re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Greatneſs of the Engl;h Monarchy 
upon its old and true Foundation, the united 
Intereſt and atiection of the People. 

Thus baving endeavour'd to anſwer all Ob- 
jections, and give all the Sarisfattion We can 
think of to all Parties and Degrees of Men: 
We cannot want Our Selves the Satisfaftion of 
having done all that can be done on Our parr, 
whatever the Event ſhall be, the diſpoſal of 
which We commit with great reſignation and 
dependance to that God who judges Right : 
And on the other tid: if any of Oar Subjetts 
ſhall after all chis remain ſ@ Obinnate as to ap- 
pear in Arms agatnit Us, as they muſt needs 
fall unpitied under the Severity of Our Juſtice, 
afrer having refuſ-d ſuch gratious Otters of 
Mercy, fo they mult be anſwerable ro Almigh- 
tv God for all the Blood that ſhall be fpilt, and 
all che Miferics and Confufions in which theſe 
Ringdoms may happen to be involv'd by their 
deſperate and unreaſo:able Oppoſition. 

Given at Ouy Court at St. Germains is pre- 

ſent 20th of April, 1692, m the Fighth 
Year of Our Reign. 


Per Ipſum Regem manu propria, 


the KING. 


